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A Study of the Concepts of Civilization and Society:
Focusing on P. F. Drucker's The Future of Industrial Man With the Views of the Legitimacy in his Friedrich Julius Stahl

Yasushi Isaka
Lectuer, Information Technology Center, Tokai University

Peter F. Drucker has been variously known as a journalist and

management philosopher. He has earned distinction in each

professional roles, but his basic points of view are shown as his analyses of civilization and functioning society through aspects

of legitimacy. The aim of this article is to explore the basi

¢ concepts between his formative two works, The Future of

Industrial Man (1942) and Friedrich Julius Stahl (1933), focusing on common features of the both.

Drucker selected Stahl as a topic of investigation because he thought that a few elements of Stahl’s philosophy provided a
sensible alternative to Nazism's reactionary nationalism and Communism’s promise of the Utopia. He viewed European societies
through Stahl's aspects as organic interactions between continuity and change, which provide the modern societies stability
and challenging opportunities. He interpreted continuity and change from an organic historical perspective. By Stahl's
disciplines, he obtained his unique views on essential requirements for civilization and functioning society, which are three

elements as status, function, and legitimacy.

The Future of industrial Man, Drucker's second major work, was published during World War I1. The new work echoed
both the malaise of Western civilization and the failings of modern industrialism that were treated in his former work, The £nd
of Economic Man. It troubled him that despite all their technological progress, the developed nations had not created a
genuine legitimacy for functioning society. This failing was the chief reason for the crisis of his times. The book reinforces most
of the main points of his political and social philosophy found in Stahl. He applied Stahl's legitimacy disciplines found in the
early 19™ political issues to his ongoing unstable situations in 1930s. As a conclusion, we show that he almost succeeded his
Stahl legitimacy concept but one critical difference. It is his effort to prescribe in some detail to create new legitimate order,
which needed to overcome the challenges and dilemmas of building a harmonious in industrial society. He singled out the large
corporation as the foundation of structural change for the new civilization and society.
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